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From Reconstruction to the Civil Rights Movement, African Americans fought the status quo,
acquiring education and land, and building businesses, churches and communities, despite
laws designed to segregate, terrorize, and disenfranchise them. White supremacy prevailed, but
did not destroy, the spirit of the black community.Richard Wormser has been working on this
important documentary for seven years. Worse Than Slavery will incorporate historical
commentary and oral history along with more than 100 images, bringing the brutality and
courage of the African American struggle for equality to life. Beginning with the period from 1865
to 1896, the book covers the end of the Civil War and Reconstruction, periods that held so much
promise for black men and women. What followed was the dramatic rise of a successful black
middle class and the determination of white supremacists to destroy this fledgling black political
power. The years between World Wars I and II (1951 to1954) produced a period of black
activism that ultimately resulted in the Brown vs. Board of Education decision which
desegregated public schools.The book not only tells the stories of leaders like W.E.B. Du Bois
and Booker T. Washington, but also portrays ordinary people who accomplished extraordinary
things, bearing witness to the determination and strength of their forebears.

About the AuthorRichard Wormser is an award-winning writer and photographer. He has written,
produced, and directed over one hundred programs for television, educational institutions, and
government. His programs have received over twenty-five awards. He is the originator, series
coproducer, and writer/director of the four-part PBS television series The Rise and Fall of Jim
Crow. He has also written twenty books of young adult nonfiction, and has taught film and video
production courses at the University of Bridgeport and Global Village in New York. He lives in
New York City.
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laxman jr, “Excellent read. What an eyes opener. Very thought provoking and truly has me both
disgusted with reality and proud of the strength and determination of the black race and their
fight for equality. Too many lives lose in the process. Should be required reading for every
American history class.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Blatant Racism. This book presents a very detailed history of the Jim
Crow laws in the South in the USA, and the jive suffering and racism inflicted upon the black
race for simply trying to be human.”

Roderick S. Haynes, “Excellent Slice of History. The period of Reconstruction is much, much
more than the story of former slaves, however one of the core themes of Reconstruction is the
withdrawal of Union troops by President Hayes and the subsequent implementation of Jim Crow
in the late 19th century and early 20 century South. This is a shameful, compelling story of
physical violence, wilful denial of voting rights, and subjugation of former slaves to the lowest
economic levels of society. Even FDR was indifferent to the lynching problems in the South, in
the greater interest of not antagonizing the Southern Democrats. But thankfully Eleanor R. had
the generosity and understanding of the situation to constantly hound her husband into paying
attention. This is an excellent coffee table book, amd more.”

Richard E. Coyle, “Vivid History of the Jim Crow Era. Excellent insight into the Jim Crow era in
the South, an important, understudied and incredibly sad chapter in America's history. The book
helped me understand the cultural, economic and political aspects of a long and complex era
that continues to tarnish our claim to be a nation devoted to individual freedom and dignity. I
believe echoes of Jim Crow are still with us today making this work not only fascinating history,
but unfortunately relevant in the present day.”

Gena R Huntley, “Jim Crow book. This book absolutely breaks my heart. The total disregard of
human life. It astonishes me that this country is still standing with all the turmoil and violience
that has filled the fields and streets of this country. I wonder, where did I grow up to not know the
history of my part of the country or this nation. How could we hide such horrible secrets and act
like they did not happen? I got a very narrow education growing up. I have worked to broaden my
education. I have bought quiet a few books to teach myself about american history. I have only
begun to tap the deep secretive barrel of southern history.”

hunter55, “so far the read is very good even though it made me very mad as hell .... so far the
read is very good even though it made me very mad as hell but I'm not done with it yet.”

James L., “Excellent service!. Order was processed w/o any problems whatsoever.”



Christian U Unogu, “Quick read with concise answers. A quick read that gives a precise and
concise account of Jim Crow laws. Good pictures littered across the book.”

PPC Man, “A very long emancipation. A detailed and quite comprehensive review of the time
period 1865-1970.Slavery was bad and Jim Crow was just as bad. Like a cat playing with a
mouse before killing it. Southern democratic treatment of blacks has improved, legally at
least. Socially it seems there will always be a hateful holdover in some quarters. Hate existed
then and still does but it is mostly restrained in comparison to the bad years.Good book, well
worthwhile and many good references in the back for further study.”

W GROSKOPF, “Tragic and shameful!. Very insightful and very sad. These hateful people still
walk among us! Tragic!”

The book by Alison Bechdel has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 33 people have provided feedback.
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